
M a ssB io ’s  fo u r th  a n n u a l

C R O /C M O  S y m p o s iu m  w ill sh e d  a

sp o tlig h t o n  th e  s tre n g th  a n d

su c c e ss  o f  th e  C R O  a n d  C M O

c o m m u n itie s  in  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth

a n d  b e y o n d , w ith  a  fo c u s  o n

in d u s try  tre n d s  a n d  th e  m o m e n tu m

o f o u tso u rc in g  lo c a lly. 

T h e  S y m p o s iu m  w ill b e  h e ld

F rid a y, N o v. 1 3  a n d  fo c u s  o n  th e

th e m e  “ F a s t F o rw a rd : L e v e ra g in g

S tra te g ic  P a r tn e rs  to  A c c e le ra te

D ru g  D e v e lo p m e n t.”  T h is  e v e n t

d ra w s  m o re  th a n  3 0 0  in d u s try

le a d e rs  to  d isc u ss  a n d  e v a lu a te  th e

b e s t a lte rn a tiv e s  th a t h a v e  e v o lv e d

in  sh o rte n in g  tim e  to  m a rk e t. 

F a irm o u n t P a r tn e rs ’ M ic h a e l

M a rto re lli  w ill  p re se n t th e

m o rn in g  k e y n o te , “ P ilo tin g  Yo u r

S tra te g ic  O p tio n s ,”  o u tlin in g  th e

c u rre n t s ta te  o f  o u tso u rc in g  in  th e

in d u s try  a n d  se ttin g  th e  s ta g e  fo r

th e  d a y ’s  d isc u ss io n s .  

H a rv a rd  B u s in e ss  S c h o o l’s

W illy  S h ih  w ill  p re se n t th e

c lo s in g  k e y n o te , e n title d

“ C o m p e tin g  o n  C a p a b ilitie s : Is

O u tso u rc in g  A lw a y s  th e  R ig h t

M o d e l? ”  S h ih  is  k n o w n  fo r  h is

w o rk  o n  A m e ric a n  e c o n o m ic

c o m p e titiv e n e ss .   

T h e  S y m p o s iu m  w ill a lso

fe a tu re  p a n e l d isc u ss io n s ,

in d u s try -v e n d o r  c a se  s tu d ie s ,

n e w  te c h n o lo g y  sh o w c a se s , h o t

to p ic  ro u n d ta b le  d isc u ss io n s  a n d  a

n e tw o rk in g  re c e p tio n . T h e  E x h ib it

H a ll w ill  fe a tu re  n e a r ly  5 0  s tra te g ic

p a r tn e rs  f ro m  M a ssa c h u se tts  a n d

a ro u n d  th e  g lo b e , in c lu d in g

re p re se n ta tiv e s  f ro m  C a lifo rn ia -

b a se d  C R O s  a n d  C M O s p re se n te d

in  p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  B V S  a n d

B io c o m .

Registration is open. For more

information, visit MassBio.org. 

MASSBIO CRO/CMO SYMPOSIUM WILL FOCUS ON INDUSTRY TRENDS

From left, moderator Francois Maisonrouge
and panelists Christopher Viehbacher, Jeffrey
Kindler, Deborah Dunsire and Jeremy Levin

discussed how their experiences at large
corporations are helping them drive

innovative small companies. 
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W h at b e tte r w ay  to  k ick  o ff th e  fa ll th an  to  jo in

to g e th e r w ith  h u n d red s  o f in d u stry  lead e rs , in v es to rs

an d  b u sin ess  d ev e lo p m en t team s fro m  a ro u n d  th e

w o rld  a t B io P h a rm  A m erica?  T h an k  y o u  to  a ll w h o

p a rtic ip a ted . W e  w ere  th rilled  to  o n ce  ag a in  team  u p

w ith  E B D  G ro u p  to  h o s t th is  ev en t in  B o sto n .

In s id e  th is  ed itio n  y o u  w ill see  a  sn ap sh o t o f th e

in d u stry, w h ich  sh o w s th a t b io p h a rm a  an d  b io p h a rm a

m an u fac tu rin g  em p lo y m en t g ro w th  ac ro ss  th e  s ta te  is

o u tp ac in g  o th e r le ad in g  c lu s te rs  an d  n a tio n a l

av e rag es . In  2 0 1 4 , w e  saw  th e  h ig h es t an n u a l g ro w th

ra te  s in ce  2 0 0 8 . A n d  w e  h av e  seen  th a t m o m en tu m

co n tin u e . M assB io ’s  jo b  lis tin g  s ite  reach ed  an  a ll-

tim e  h ig h  in  2 0 1 5 , av e rag in g  2 ,0 0 0  lis tin g s  p e r d ay.

T h a t is  so m e th in g  to  ce leb ra te . 

To  h e lp  fo s te r an  en v iro n m en t fo r co m p an ie s  to  g ro w

an d  th riv e  in  M assach u se tts , I  am  ex c ited  to  an n o u n ce

th a t M assB io E d  w ill b e  b u ild in g  a  jo b  tren d s  an d

fo recas tin g  to o l an d  sh a rin g  th e  in fo rm a tio n  w ith  h irin g

m an ag e rs  an d  acad em ic  in s titu tio n s . T h e  in itia tiv e  is

h ead ed  b y  P e te r A b a ir, M assB io E d ’s  n ew  E x ecu tiv e

D irec to r. P e te r h a s  se rv ed  u s  w e ll o v e r th e  y ea rs  a s  th e

D irec to r o f E co n o m ic  an d  G lo b a l A ffa irs  an d  I h av e  n o

d o u b t h e  w ill p u ll fro m  h is  ex p e rien ce  in  th a t a ren a  in

h is  n ew  ro le  a t M assB io E d . T h e  s tu d en ts  in  th is  s ta te

a re  o u r fu tu re  w o rk fo rce  an d  it is  o n ly  n a tu ra l th e re

sh o u ld  b e  a  b rid g e  b e tw een  ed u ca tio n  an d  eco n o m ic

d ev e lo p m en t, an d  n o  o n e  u n d e rs tan d s  th a t b e tte r th an

P e te r.   

A s  w e  lo o k  ah ead , I  en co u rag e  y o u  to  jo in  u s  fo r o u r

seco n d  an n u a l P a tien t A d v o cacy  S u m m it an d  th e  fo u rth

an n u a l C R O /C M O  S y m p o siu m . T h e  P a tien t A d v o cacy

S u m m it, w h ich  w ill b e  h e ld  o n  O c t. 2 7 , w ill b rin g

in d u stry  lead e rs  to g e th e r w ith  o th e r s tak eh o ld e rs  to

ex am in e  w ay s  in  w h ich  life  sc ien ces  co m p an ie s  can

m o re  fu lly  in co rp o ra te  th e  p a tien t v o ice  in to  th e  w o rk

th ey  d o . T h e  C R O /C M O  S y m p o siu m , sch ed u led  fo r

N o v. 1 3 , w ill sh in e  a  sp o tlig h t o n  th e  s tren g th  an d

su ccess  o f th e  C R O  an d  C M O  co m m u n itie s  in  th e

C o m m o n w ea lth . I  lo o k  fo rw ard  to  see in g  m an y  o f y o u

th e re . 

B est w ish es  fo r a  p ro d u c tiv e  an d  in n o v a tiv e  fa ll. 

Robert K. Coughlin is President & CEO of MassBio.
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Ronny Mosston is the Vice President of
Patient Advocacy and Public Affairs at
OvaScience, a global life sciences company
dedicated to improving fertility for women
around the world and a pioneer in the
patient advocacy field. She serves on the
Steering Committee for MassBio’s upcoming
Patient Advocacy Summit, which will be held
on October 27 in Cambridge. The Summit
aims to improve how industry and patient
organizations work together to accelerate
scientific and drug development to improve
the lives of patients.

Q&A WITH

RONNY
MOSSTON

Q: How does OvaScience ensure the patient
is at the center of  the work that you do? 

F ro m  th e  in c e p tio n  o f  th e  c o m p a n y, o u r

s tra te g y  w a s  to  m e e t w ith  a n d  le a rn  f ro m

th e  p a tie n t a n d  a d v o c a c y  le a d e rs  a n d

in c o rp o ra te  th e ir  p r io r itie s  in to  a ll  s ta g e s  o f

th e  c o m p a n y. W e  c o n tin u e  to  in v ite

p a tie n ts  a n d  le a d in g  a d v o c a te s  to  sh a re

th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  th e  c o m p a n y  a n d  c o n tin u e  to  e n g a g e

a t e a c h  m ile s to n e  o f  o u r  g ro w th . 

T h is  su m m e r w e  la u n c h e d  a  f irs t-o f- its -k in d  e d u c a tio n a l

fo ru m  fo r  th e  fe r tili ty  c o m m u n ity  fo c u se d  o n  th e

o v e r lo o k e d  a re a  o f  e g g  h e a lth . T h e  u n b ra n d e d  s ite —

w w w .e g g h e a lth .c o m — p ro v id e s  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  re so u rc e s

so le ly  fo r  th e  p a tie n ts ’ e d u c a tio n a l b e n e f it .

Q: What is your advice for life sciences
companies that want to engage in patient

advocacy initiatives?

A  s tro n g  c o m m itm e n t f ro m  th e  C E O  a n d

le a d e rsh ip  te a m  in  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  a n d

th ro u g h o u t th e  g ro w th  o f  a  c o m p a n y  is

e s se n tia l to  b u ild in g  a  su s ta in a b le ,

c o m p re h e n s iv e  a n d  re sp e c te d  p a tie n t

a d v o c a c y  s tra te g y. I t  is  m o s t e ffe c tiv e  w h e n  tie d  to

c o rp o ra te  a n d  fu n c tio n a l g o a ls  a n d  is  v a lu e d  a s  a  to p

p rio r ity  th ro u g h o u t th e  o rg a n iz a tio n . T h e re  is  a n  in c re a s in g

tre n d  fro m  le a d in g  c o m p a n ie s  a n d  re g u la to ry  b o d ie s  to

in c lu d e  p a tie n t re p o rte d  o u tc o m e s  a s  a  c r itic a l d a ta  p o in t in

a ll  s ta g e s  o f  th e  c o m p a n y ’s  d e v e lo p m e n t, in c lu d in g  c lin ic a l

tr ia l d e s ig n , re c ru itm e n t a n d  p ro g re ss io n . O rg a n iz a tio n s  th a t

e a rn  re sp e c t a n d  su p p o rt f ro m  th e  p a tie n t c o m m u n ity  m a p

o u t sh o r t a n d  lo n g  te rm  in te rn a l a n d  e x te rn a l o p p o rtu n itie s

to  in c lu d e  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  p a tie n t to  a c c e le ra te  th e

o rg a n iz a tio n  fo rw a rd .

Q: Where do you see the patient advocacy
field in the future?   

M y  p e rso n a l h o p e  is  th a t w o rk in g  in

p a tie n t a d v o c a c y  in  in d u s try  is  re c o g n iz e d

a n d  p ro m o te d  a s  a n  e x c itin g  a n d  im p o rta n t

p ro fe ss io n a l o p tio n  fo r  th o se  se e k in g  a

c a re e r  in  life  sc ie n c e s . C o m p a n ie s  a t a ll

s ta g e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t h a v e  b e g u n  to  in v e s t

in  a n d  v a lu e  a  c a re e r  p a th  in  a d v o c a c y  to  a lig n  g o a ls  c ro ss

fu n c tio n a lly  w ith  o th e r  c r itic a l, s tra te g ic  fu n c tio n s . F o r

th o se  o f  u s  in  th e  p ro fe ss io n , it  is  o u r  re sp o n s ib ility  to  se rv e

a s  a m b a ssa d o rs  a n d  te a c h e rs  to  su p p o rt th e  n e x t g e n e ra tio n

o f  p a tie n t a d v o c a te s .  

For more information on the Patient Advocacy Summit,

visit www.MassBio.org. 

A
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Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2015
Google’s Cambridge Headquarters

355 Main Street - 5th Floor
Cambridge, MA 02142
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POLICY
UPDATE

I t  w a s  a n  u n u s u a l ly  b u s y  s u m m e r  o n

C a p i to l  H i l l  a n d  B e a c o n  H i l l  a s  p o l i c y m a k e r s

to o k  u p  i s s u e s  im p o r ta n t  to  th e  in d u s t r y.  H e r e

i s  a  r e c a p :

T h e  L e g i s l a tu r e  w r a p p e d  u p  i t s  F i s c a l  Ye a r

2 0 1 6  B u d g e t  d e b a te  a t  th e  e n d  o f  J u ly  w i th

tw o  d a y s  o f  v o t in g  to  o v e r r id e  r o u g h ly  8 7

v e to e s  a n d  r e s to r e  a b o u t  $ 9 7  m i l l io n  in

s p e n d in g  to  th e  f i s c a l  2 0 1 6  b u d g e t  c u t  b y

G o v e r n o r  B a k e r.  P r o v i s io n s  w e r e  in c lu d e d  to

s tu d y  p o te n t i a l  c o s t  s a v in g s  f o r  p r e s c r ip t io n

m e d ic a t io n s  in c lu d in g ,  b u t  n o t  l im i te d  to ,  th e

f e a s ib i l i ty  o f  jo in in g  a  M e d ic a id  m u l t i s t a t e

p r e s c r ip t io n  d r u g  b u lk  p u r c h a s e  c o n s o r t iu m

a n d  p u r s u in g  n e w  s u p p le m e n ta l  r e b a te s  f r o m

p r e s c r ip t io n  d r u g  m a n u f a c tu r e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s

p r e s c r ip t io n  d r u g  t a k e - b a c k  in i t i a t iv e s .

M a s s B io  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  p a r t i c ip a te  in  th e

ta s k  f o r c e s  a n d  c o m m is s io n s  s e t  u p  b y  th e

L e g i s l a tu r e  to  s tu d y  th e s e  i s s u e s .   

W e  a r e  a l s o  g e a r in g  u p  f o r  th e  f a l l  h e a r in g

c y c le ,  w h ic h  w i l l  i n c lu d e  a  h e a r in g  o n  S e n a te

b i l l  # 1 0 4 8 ,  a  b i l l  w r i t t e n  a n d  p u s h e d  f o r w a r d

b y  th e  in s u r a n c e  p la n s  to  c o n f u s e  th e

c o n v e r s a t io n  a b o u t  h e a l th c a r e  c o s t s  a n d

o u tc o m e s ,  a n d  to  r a i s e  th e  a d m in i s t r a t iv e

b u r d e n  o n  b io te c h  c o m p a n ie s .  M a s s B io  i s

w o r k in g  w i th  m e m b e r s  to  e d u c a te

p o l i c y m a k e r s  a b o u t  th e  b i l l  a n d  w i l l  t e s t i f y  in

o p p o s i t io n  w h e n  th e  h e a r in g  i s  h e ld .

O n  J u ly  1 0 ,  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s

p a s s e d  th e  2 1 s t  C e n tu r y  C u r e s  A c t  o n  a

b ip a r t i s a n  v o te  o f  3 4 4 - 7 7 .  T h e  b i l l  s e e k s  to

s p e e d  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  n e w  m e d ic a l

t r e a tm e n t s  th r o u g h  s t r e a m l in in g  a p p r o v a l

p r o c e s s e s  f o r  m e d ic a l  d e v ic e  m a n u f a c tu r e r s

a n d  d r u g  d e v e lo p e r s  a n d  in c lu d e s  a b o u t  $ 8 .7

b i l l io n  in  n e w  N I H  m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h  d o l l a r s

a n d  $ 5 5 0  m i l l io n  f o r  th e  F D A .  T h e  S e n a te

H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n ,  L a b o r,  a n d  P e n s io n s

( H E L P )  C o m m i t t e e  i s  c u r r e n t ly  w o r k in g  o n

th e i r  v e r s io n  o f  a  “ C u r e s ”  in i t i a t iv e ,  a n d

M a s s B io  c o n t in u e s  to  w o r k  w i th  o u r

d e le g a t io n  to  m o v e  th e s e  id e a s  f o r w a r d .

J u ly  a l s o  s a w  c o n t in u e d  d e b a te  o n  p a te n t

r e f o r m  le g i s l a t io n ,  a l th o u g h  u l t im a te ly  n o  b i l l

c a m e  to  th e  H o u s e  f lo o r.  M a s s B io ,  in

p a r tn e r s h ip  w i th  B I O ,  c o n t in u e s  to  p u s h  f o r

m a jo r  r e f o r m  o f  th e  P a te n t  a n d  T r a d e m a r k

O ff i c e ’s  ( P T O )  I n te r  P a r t e s  R e v ie w  ( I P R )

p r o c e s s  f o r  c h a l l e n g in g  p a te n t s .  W e  e x p e c t

c o n t in u e d  d i s c u s s io n  a n d  d e b a te  o n  p a te n t

r e f o r m  th i s  f a l l .

M a s s B io  th a n k s  S e n a to r  E l i z a b e th  W a r r e n ,

w h o  c o o r d in a te d  a  v i s i t  b y  A c t in g  F D A

C o m m is s io n e r  D r.  S te p h e n  O s t r o f f  a n d

s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  a g e n c y  to  B o s to n .

C o m m is s io n e r  O s t r o f f  m e t  w i th  M a s s B io

m e m b e r  c o m p a n y  C E O s  to  d i s c u s s  w a y s  to
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M a s s a c h u s e t ts  b io p h a rm a  e m p lo y m e n t  g re w  b y  4 .9 %  in

2 0 1 4 , th e  h ig h e s t  a n n u a l  g ro w th  ra te  fo r  th e  M a s s a c h u s e t ts

in d u s try  s in c e  2 0 0 8 , a c c o rd in g  to  a n  a n n u a l  in d u s try  re p o r t

p u b l is h e d  b y  M a s s B io .

T h e  2 0 1 5  M a s s B io  In d u s try  S n a p s h o t  s h o w s  th a t

e m p lo y m e n t  in  th e  b io p h a rm a  in d u s try  ro s e  to  6 0 ,4 5 9  in  2 0 1 4 ,

a p p ro x im a te ly  2 ,8 0 0  jo b s  m o re  th a n  2 0 1 3 , b a s e d  o n  d a ta  f ro m

th e  U .S .  B u re a u  o f  L a b o r  S ta t is t ic s ’ Q u a r te r ly  C e n s u s  o f

E m p lo y m e n t  a n d  W a g e s  (Q C E W ). 

M a s s a c h u s e t ts  a ls o  c o n t in u e s  to  fa r  o u tp a c e  th e  n a t io n  in

b io p h a rm a  m a n u fa c tu r in g  e m p lo y m e n t  g ro w th .  In  th e  la s t  1 0

y e a rs ,  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  b io p h a rm a  m a n u fa c tu r in g  e m p lo y m e n t

h a s  g ro w n  b y  2 8 .4 %  to  9 ,9 8 9  jo b s  s ta te w id e .  In  th e  s a m e  t im e

p e r io d ,  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  lo s t  6 ,3 2 9  b io p h a rm a  m a n u fa c tu r in g

jo b s ,  a  2 .2 %  d e c re a s e .

“ A s  th e  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  l i fe  s c ie n c e s  in d u s try  c o n t in u e s  to

g ro w , th e re  is  b o th  th e  n e e d  a n d  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  in c re a s e  o u r

c a p a c i ty  fo r  a d v a n c e d  m a n u fa c tu r in g ,”  s a id  R o b e r t .  K .

C o u g h lin ,  P re s id e n t  &  C E O  o f  M a s s B io .  “ W e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to

c o n t in u in g  to  w o rk  w ith  G o v e rn o r  C h a r l ie  B a k e r  a n d  h is

a d m in is tra t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  p a r tn e rs  in  a c a d e m ia  to  s u p p o r t

a n  e c o s y s te m  th a t  b o o s ts  b io m a n u fa c tu r in g  g ro w th ,  w h ic h  w il l ,

in  tu rn ,  b e  a n  e c o n o m ic  d r iv e r  fo r  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth .”  

P o s t in g s  fo r  o p e n  b io p h a rm a  in d u s try  p o s i t io n s  o n

M a s s B io ’s  o n l in e  jo b  b o a rd  a re  t re n d in g  u p ,  w ith  a n  a v e ra g e

d a i ly  n u m b e r  o f  l is t in g s  a b o v e  2 ,0 0 0  jo b s  in  2 0 1 5 .

M a s s B io .o rg  is  n o t  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  l is t in g  o f  a l l  jo b s

a v a i la b le  in  th e  in d u s try  in  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  b u t  g iv e n  i ts

s ig n if ic a n t  v o lu m e , i t  d o e s  p ro v id e  a  s ta t is t ic a l ly  s t ro n g

s a m p lin g  in  d e te rm in in g  jo b  h ir in g  t re n d s .

M a s s a c h u s e t ts  c o n t in u e s  to  le a d  th e  n a t io n  in  b io te c h n o lo g y

R & D  jo b s ,  a  s e g m e n t  o f  th e  la rg e r  in d u s try  e m p lo y m e n t ,  w ith

m o re  th a n  2 9 ,8 9 7  p o s i t io n s  in  2 0 1 4 , a n d  m a in ta in e d  i ts

p o s i t io n  a s  th e  le a d e r  in  b io te c h  R & D  a s  d e f in e d  b y  in d u s try

c o n c e n tra t io n .  T h e  in d u s try ’s  e c o n o m ic  im p a c t  a s  m e a s u re d  b y

M A -b a s e d  p a y ro l l  to p p e d  $ 7 .2 9  b i l l io n .

Ve n tu re  in v e s tm e n t  in  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  ro s e  to  a  re c o rd  $ 1 .8

b i l l io n  in  2 0 1 4 , a n d  2 0 1 5  is  o n  t ra c k  to  b e  a n o th e r  b a n n e r  y e a r.

In  th e  f i r s t  tw o  q u a r te rs  o f  2 0 1 5 , M a s s a c h u s e t ts  b io te c h n o lo g y

c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  re c e iv e d  m o re  th a n  $ 1  b i l l io n  in  f in a n c in g .  

T h e  d a ta  d o e s  s h o w  s o m e  s lo w e d  g ro w th  in  o n e  a re a — s e e d -

s ta g e  fu n d in g  fo r  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  c o m p a n ie s .  T h e  a v e ra g e

a m o u n t  o f  s e e d -s ta g e  fu n d in g  fo r  th e  f iv e  y e a rs  th ro u g h  2 0 1 4

w a s  lo w e r  th a n  th e  f iv e  y e a r  p e r io d  p re c e d in g  (2 0 0 9 -2 0 1 3 ) .

W h ile  n o t  a n  im m e d ia te  c a u s e  fo r  a la rm , M a s s B io  c o n t in u e s  to

m o n ito r  s e e d -s ta g e  fu n d in g  a s  a n  in d ic a to r  o f  th e  in d u s try ’s

lo n g - te rm  g ro w th  p o te n t ia l .

“ T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  c lu s te r  is  b u i l t  o n  a  fo u n d a t io n  o f

te c h n o lo g ie s  s p in n in g  o u t  f ro m  a c a d e m ic  in s t i tu t io n s  a n d

m e d ic a l  c e n te rs  a n d  a  s t ro n g  e a r ly  s ta g e  re s e a rc h  c o m m u n ity,”

C o u g h lin  s a id .  “ W e  n e e d  to  e n s u re  th e s e  v e ry  e a r ly  id e a s

re c e iv e  th e  fu n d in g  n e c e s s a ry  to  re a c h  p ro o f -o f -c o n c e p t  o r  te s t

w h e th e r  th e y  c o u ld  b e c o m e  o u r  n e x t  g e n e ra t io n  o f  t re a tm e n ts

a n d  c u re s .”  

In  re s p o n s e  to  g ro w in g  c o n c e rn  re g a rd in g  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  in

E a s te rn  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  th is  y e a r  th e  S n a p s h o t  a ls o  in c lu d e s

c o m m u te r  s u rv e y  re s p o n s e s  c o l le c te d  b y  M a s s B io .  T h e  s u rv e y

s u g g e s ts  th a t  th o s e  w h o  u s e  th e  b u s  o r  th e  T  a s  a  p r im a ry

m e a n s  o f  c o m m u tin g  a re  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  m o re  s a t is f ie d  w ith  th e ir

c o m m u te s  th a n  th o s e  w h o  d r iv e  o r  u s e  th e  c o m m u te r  ra i l .  M o re

th a n  7 0 %  o f  c o m m u te r  ra i l  u s e rs  a re  d is s a t is f ie d  w ith  th e ir

c o m m u te s .  M a s s B io  w il l  c o n t in u e  to  a d v o c a te  fo r

im p ro v e m e n ts  to  p u b l ic  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  th e  in f ra s tru c tu re

n e c e s s a ry  to  fu e l  th e  in d u s try  fo r  g ro w th  w e ll  in to  th e  fu tu re .

MA LIFE SCIENCES INDUSTRY

SEES RECORD JOBS GROWTH

  MA BIOPHARMA INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT GROWTH

JOB LISTINGS ON MASSBIO.ORG

BIOPHARMA INDUSTRY SOARING

10-YEAR EMPLOYMENT PERFORMANCE 

IN BIOPHARMA MANUFACTURING
u Massachusetts
biopharma employment

grew by 4.9% in 2014,

the highest annual growth

since 2008, reaching an

all-time high of  60,459
biopharma jobs. 

u In the last 10 years,
Massachusetts biopharma

manufacturing

employment grew by

28.4% to 9,989 jobs
statewide. 

u Venture investment in
Massachusetts  rose to a

record 1.8 billion in

2014 and 2014 saw 17
Massachusetts IPOs,

almost doubling the

previous record of 9 in

2013. 

u Massachusetts

headquartered companies

have 1,491 drug

candidates in the pipeline

at some stage of  R&D.

Oncology drug candidates

make up 37% of  that

pipeline. 

u So far in 2015, there

has been a daily average

of  2,000 open

biopharma industry

positions on MassBio’s

online job board.

REPORT

HIGHLIGHTS

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)

A d d it io n a l  h ig h l ig h ts  f ro m  th e  re p o r t  in c lu d e :

• M a s s a c h u s e t ts -h e a d q u a r te re d  c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  a  to ta l  o f  

1 ,4 9 1  c a n d id a te s  a t  s o m e  s ta g e  o f  R & D . O n c o lo g y  d ru g  

c a n d id a te s  c o n t in u e  to  m a k e  u p  3 7 %  o f  th a t  p ip e l in e .  

S y s te m ic  a n t i - in fe c t iv e s ,  c e n tra l  n e rv o u s  s y s te m , a n d  

m u s c u lo s k e le ta l  th e ra p e u t ic  a re a s  a re  o th e r  s t ro n g  a re a s  

o f     r e s e a rc h .

• M a s s a c h u s e t ts  a c c o  u n ts  fo r  11 %  o f  th e  U .S .-b a s e d  d ru g  

d e v e lo p m e n t  p ip e l in e .  M a s s a c h u s e t ts -h e a d q u a r te re d  

c o m p a n ie s  a c c o u n t  fo r  5 .5 %  o f  th e  g lo b a l  b io lo g ic s  

p ip e l in e .

• W ith  1 7  IP O s  in  2 0 1 4 , M a s s a c h u s e t ts  a lm o s t  d o u b le d  i ts

p re v io u s b io te c h /p h a rm a  a n n u a l  IP O  re c o rd  o f  9  (2 0 1 3 ) .

T h u s  fa r  in  2 0 1 5 , n in e  a d d i t io n a l  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  b io te c h s

h a v e  h a d  IP O s .

• T h e  to p  4  N IH -fu n d e d  in d e p e n d e n t  h o s p i ta ls  (a n d  8  o f  

th e  to p  1 4 )  in  th e  U .S .  in  2 0 1 4  a re  in  B o s to n .

• O n  a n  N IH -fu n d in g  p e r  c a p i ta  b a s is ,  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  

c o n t in u e s  to  fa r  e x c e e d  o th e r  le a d in g  N IH -re c ip ie n t  

s ta te s .  O n ly  C a l ifo rn ia  re c e iv e s  m o re  to ta l  N IH  fu n d in g .

• S in c e  2 0 0 7 , 6  m il l io n  s q u a re  fe e t  o f  c o m m e rc ia l  la b  

s p a c e  h a s  b e e n  a d d e d  to  in v e n to ry  in  M a s s a c h u s e t ts .  

A p p ro x im a te ly  1 .6  m il l io n  s q u a re  fe e t  o f  a d d i t io n a l  la b  

s p a c e  is  u n d e r  c o n s tru c t io n .

• T h e  e s t im a te d  a v e ra g e  s a la ry  in  th e  b io p h a rm a  in d u s try  

is  $ 1 2 0 ,6 2 8 .

• M a s s a c h u s e t ts -h e a d q u a r te re d  c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d

th e ra p ie s  th a t  fo c u s  o n  p a t ie n t  p o p u la t io n s  o f  2 3 2  

m il l io n  in  th e  U .S .  a n d  m o re  th a n  1 .5  b i l l io n  a ro u n d  th e  

w o r ld .   

T h is  y ea r ’s  S n ap sh o t w as  p ro d u ced  in  p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith

E v a lu a teP h a rm a® , th e  p rem ie r so u rce  fo r co m m erc ia l an a ly s is

o f th e  p h a rm a  an d  b io tech  sec to r. S n ap sh o t s ta tis tic s  a re

co m p iled  an n u a lly  b y  M assB io  fro m  so u rces  in c lu d in g

E v a lu a teP h a rm a , N a tio n a l In s titu te s  o f  H ea lth , th e  U .S . B u reau

o f L ab o r S ta tis tic s , th e  Q u arte rly  C en su s  o f E m p lo y m en t &

W ag es  an d  o th e rs .

For more information on the Massachusetts life sciences

cluster, visit www.MassBio.org.
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MASSBIOED FOUNDATION TO
DEVELOP JOB TRENDS AND
FORECASTING PROGRAM

Peter Abair has been named MassBioEd’s new Executive Director.  
He will be focusing on collecting job data and analyzing trends this fall.

M assB io ’s Im pact 2020  report iden tified  a  challenge fo r com pan ies as

they  g row  and  th rive  in  M assachusetts— data  on  and  access to  the  righ t

w ork fo rce . 

M assB io ’s job  listings site  reached  an  a ll-tim e h igh  so  far in  2015 ,

averag ing  w ell over 2 ,000  listings per day. A necdo tally, industry

em ployers are  reporting  d ifficu lty  in  h iring  fo r a  varie ty  o f positions.

S uch  reports ra ise  concerns that ou r trad itionally  strong  p ipeline  o f h igh

quality  w orkers is under stra in .

S pecifically, Im pact 2020  found  bo th  com pan ies and  un iversities face

challenges in  w ork fo rce  developm en t and  tra in ing  due to  the  lack  o f a

re liab le , ongo ing  source  o f data  on  job  dem and  in  the  life  sc iences

industry.  

T hat’s w here  the  M assB ioE d  F oundation  com es in . B eg inn ing  th is

fa ll, M assB ioE d  w ill bu ild  a  job  trends and  fo recasting  too l, co llecting

data  from  M assB io  m em ber com pan ies, analyzing  the  trends, and

sharing  w ith  h iring  m anagers and  academ ic in stitu tions. 

“O ur goal is fo r the  M assB ioE d  F oundation  to  be  the  un iversally

accep ted  source  fo r in fo rm ation  on  industry  job  trends, p rov id ing  a

needed  resource  fo r educato rs, em ployers, and  job  seekers,”  sa id  P eter

A bair, M assB ioE d’s new  E xecu tive  D irecto r.  

M assB ioE d  w ill con tinue to  streng then  its w idely -recogn ized ,

signatu re  B ioTeach  p rogram  w hich  p rov ides tra in ing  and  m en to rsh ip  fo r

pub lic  h igh  schoo l sc ience teachers on  lab -based  lessons in  the  life

sciences as w ell as C areer E xp lo ration  D ays a t local b io tech  and  pharm a

com pan ies. T he new  job  trends and  fo recasting  capacity  bu ilds upon

M assB ioE d’s educational p rogram m ing  foundation  by  p rov id ing  a  c lear

understand ing  o f w hat jobs are  trend ing  strong ly, w hat sk ills are

associa ted  w ith  those  positions, and  w hat job  opportun ities w ill be

availab le  in  the  fu tu re . 

M assB ioE d  w ill ro ll ou t in itia l reporting  in  D ecem ber 2015 , includ ing

th ree-m on th  and  th ree-year job  trends by  category  as w ell as requ ired

sk ill se ts, experience levels, and  degree  levels. B y  m id -2016 , the

reporting  w ill be  w eb-based  and  augm en ted  w ith  m ore in -dep th  requ ired

job  sk ills in fo rm ation  as w ell as job  fo recasting . T h is new  serv ice  has

received  strong  support from  industry  and  financia l support from

M assB io .

“W e are  p roud  to  support M assB ioE d’s new  job  fo recasting  in itia tive ,”

sta ted  M assB io  P residen t &  C E O  R obert K . C ough lin . “W e believe it

w ill serve as a  valuab le  resource  fo r the  con tinued  developm en t o f the

boom ing  life  sc iences industry  in  M assachusetts.”   

T he serv ice  is in  line  w ith  M assB ioE d’s cen tra l m ission , w h ich  asp ires

to  engage teachers, in sp ire  studen ts and  gu ide the  life  sc iences

w orkfo rce . 

“O ur a im  is to  be  a  tru sted  gu ide to  educato rs, industry, and

prospective  industry  em ployees,”  sta ted  A bair. “W e w an t to  dem ystify

the  pathw ay  from  the c lassroom  to  the  w ork fo rce .”

TEEING OFF FOR BIOTECH EDUCATION
M a ssB io ’s  2 1 s t A n n u a l G o lf  C la s s ic  w a s  h e ld  o n  S e p t. 11  a t P in e h ills  G o lf  C lu b  in  P ly m o u th . T h e  e v e n t

ra ise d  m o re  th a n  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  M a ssB io E d  a n d  its  s ig n a tu re  B io Te a c h  p ro g ra m . F o rm e r  P a tr io ts  c a p ta in  a n d

o ffe n s iv e  lin e m a n  D a n  C o n n o lly  w a s  o n  h a n d  to  le n d  h is  su p p o rt, w h ile  P e te r  A b a ir  e n jo y e d  th e  d a y  in  h is  n e w

ro le  a s  E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r  o f  th e  F o u n d a tio n .

Industry professionals braved a rainy morning
on the course to support biotech education.

Golfers met former Patriots lineman Dan Connolly, third from left, and spoke with MassBioEd’s Executive
Director Peter Abair, second from right,  about the impact their donations will have on biotech education. 

MassBio President & CEO Robert K. Coughlin (far left),  Airgas Northeast Region President Kent Carter (second
from left) and MassBioEd Executive Director Peter Abair (far right) congratulated one of the winning teams—a
foursome from Stericycle Inc. that included John Jepsen, Rick Salmonsen, Paul Jepsen and Terry Helmetag.

Thank you to our event sponsors
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WORLD’S INDUSTRY LEADERS GATHER, COLLABORATE

B y  a g g re g a tin g  th e  p u rc h a s in g  p o w e r  o f  th e  m e m b e r

c o m p a n ie s  w ith in  M a ssB io , th e  M a ssB io  P u rc h a s in g

C o n so rtiu m  a llo w s  m e m b e rs  to  h a v e  a  s tro n g  p re se n c e  in  th e

m a rk e tp la c e  so  th e y  c a n  b r in g  m o re  to  th e ir  b o tto m  lin e s .

T h e se  c a se  s tu d ie s  sh o w  sa v in g s  a c tu a lly  a c h ie v e d  b y

M a ssB io  m e m b e rs .

M a ssB io  c o n tin u o u s ly  e v a lu a te s  th e  n e e d s  o f  m e m b e r

c o m p a n ie s  a n d  th e  e x is tin g  c o n tra c ts  to  e n su re  th e  b e s t v a lu e . 

Learn more and start saving today at www.MassBio.org.

CHECK OUT THE SAVINGS ACTUALLY ACHIEVED BY MASSBIO MEMBERSTHERE IS POWER
IN NUMBERS!

Aman Iqbal, Founder & CEO of Proteorex Therapeutics, winner of the Biotech Startup
Pitch Contest, was joined by Thomas Luby of Johnson & Johnson Innovation.  

B io P h a r m  A m e r ic a  2 0 1 5  d r e w  m o r e  th a n  8 5 0  l i f e  s c i e n c e s  p r o f e s s io n a l s  f r o m  5 2 4

c o m p a n ie s  a n d  2 7  c o u n t r i e s  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld  a n d  s a w  2 ,2 7 4  o n e - to - o n e  p a r tn e r in g

m e e t in g s .  M a s s B io ,  in  p a r tn e r s h ip  w i th  E B D  G r o u p ,  th e  l e a d in g  p a r tn e r in g  f i r m  f o r  th e

l i f e  s c ie n c e s  in d u s t r y,  h o s te d  B io P h a r m  A m e r ic a  S e p te m b e r  1 5 - 1 7  a t  th e  B o s to n

M a r r io t t  C o p le y  P la c e .  

“ T h e  im p r e s s iv e  s h o w in g  o f  l i f e  s c i e n c e s  e x e c u t iv e s  f r o m  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld  i s

in d ic a t iv e  o f  h o w  v i t a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i s  to  th e  in d u s t r y,”  s a id  R o b e r t  K .  C o u g h l in ,

P r e s id e n t  &  C E O  o f  M a s s B io .  “ T h e  p a r tn e r in g  m e e t in g s  a r e  a  v a lu a b le  o p p o r tu n i ty  to

f o s te r  c o l l a b o r a t io n s  th a t  w i l l  d e l iv e r  c u r e s  f o r  p a t i e n t s .”   

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  k ic k e d  o f f  w i th  a n  O p e n in g  P le n a r y  e n t i t l e d  “ G iv in g  u p  th e  c o r p o r a te

j e t  a n d  g o in g  b a c k  to  th e  t r e n c h e s :  I n s ig h t s  f r o m  b io te c h  d i s r u p te r s ”  f e a tu r in g  f o u r

f o r m e r  p h a r m a  e x e c u t iv e s  w h o  a r e  n o w  r u n n in g  s m a l l  b io te c h  c o m p a n ie s .  

T h e  s e a s o n e d  p a n e l i s t s  s h a r e d  th e  t r iu m p h s  a n d  t r ib u la t io n s  o f  m o v in g  f r o m  a  l a rg e

p h a r m a  to  a  s m a l l  b io te c h  b u t  o v e r w h e lm in g ly  s a id  th e  r i s k  i s  w o r th  th e  r e w a r d .  J e r e m y

L e v in ,  f o r m e r  T e v a  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  C E O  a n d  c u r r e n t  C h a i r m a n  &  C E O  o f  O v id

T h e r a p e u t i c s ,  h ig h l ig h te d  th e  in c r e d ib le  im p a c t  o f  m e e t in g  w i th  p a t i e n t s  “ e y e b a l l  to

e y e b a l l ”  a n d  g e t t in g  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  t r u ly  k n o w  y o u r  e m p lo y e e s .  H i s  f e l lo w  p a n e l i s t s

a g r e e d  a n d  a d d r e s s e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  c u l t iv a t in g  a n  in v ig o r a t in g  c u l tu r e  th a t

m o t iv a te s  e m p lo y e e s  to  p e r f o r m  a t  th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l .  

T u e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n  b e g a n  w i th  a n  E x e c u t iv e  D is c u s s io n ,  “ R a r e  D is e a s e s :  T h e  n e w

n o r m ? ”  P a n e l i s t s  f o c u s e d  o n  th e  p o te n t i a l  f o r  d i s r u p t iv e  in n o v a t io n  w i th in  in d u s t r y  a n d

a c a d e m ia  p a r tn e r s h ip s ,  th e  F D A ,  a n d  in c o r p o r a t in g  p a t i e n t s  in  th e  d e s ig n  o f  c l in ic a l

t r i a l s .  I I a n  G a n o t ,  f o u n d e r  a n d  C E O  o f  S o l id  B io s c ie n c e s  a n d  th e  f a th e r  o f  a  c h i ld  w i th

D u c h e n n e  M u s c u la r  D y s t r o p h y,  s t r e s s e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  l i s t e n in g  to  th e  p a t i e n t .

“ P a t i e n t s  r e a l ly  k n o w  th e  d i s e a s e .  W e  l ik e  to  th in k  w e  k n o w ,  b u t  th e y  r e a l ly  k n o w .  I f

y o u  c a n  f in d  a  w a y  to  w o r k  w i th  p a t i e n t s ,  i t ’s  a  g r e a t  f o r m u la  to  b e  s u c c e s s f u l ,”  h e  s a id .  

N e w  th i s  y e a r  w a s  th e  B io te c h  S ta r tu p  D a y  s p o n s o r e d  b y  J o h n s o n  &  J o h n s o n

I n n o v a t io n .  A f te r  a  s e r i e s  o f  p a n e l  d i s c u s s io n s  o n  f u n d in g  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  a n d  s t r a t e g y,

2 0 +  b u d d in g  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  h a d  f o u r  m in u te s  e a c h  to  p i t c h  th e i r  c o m p a n ie s  to  a  p a n e l  o f

e x p e r t s  a n d  c o m p e te  f o r  a  p r i z e .  P r o te o r e x  T h e r a p e u t i c s  I n c .  c a m e  o u t  o n  to p  f o r  th e i r

in n o v a t iv e  t e c h n o lo g y  a n d  s e r v ic e s  to  s u p p o r t  d r u g  d i s c o v e r y.  F o u n d e r  &  C E O  A m a n

I q b a l  a n d  h i s  t e a m  w o n  th e  u s e  o f  a  b e n c h  a t  o n e  o f  J o h n s o n  &  J o h n s o n  I n n o v a t io n ’s

J L A B S  m a n a g e d  lo c a t io n s  f o r  th r e e  m o n th s  a n d  s ix  m o n th s  o f  m e n to r s h ip  f r o m  a

J o h n s o n  &  J o h n s o n  I n n o v a t io n  t e a m  m e m b e r.  

O th e r  p a n e l s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o v e r e d  h o t  to p ic s  s u c h  a s  r e g e n e r a t iv e

m e d ic in e ,  e x te r n a l i z in g  R & D ,  b io m a r k e r s ,  p r e c i s io n  m e d ic in e ,  d ig i t a l  h e a l th ,  a n d  b ig

d a ta .  B io P h a r m  A m e r ic a  w i l l  r e tu r n  to  B o s to n  S e p te m b e r  1 3 - 1 5 ,  2 0 1 6 .  

More than 850 attendees connected with industry leaders from around the world throughout the
three-day conference.
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W h e n  B u d  P ic k a rd , a  d a iry  fa rm e r

in  u p s ta te  N e w  Yo rk , s ta r te d  to  fe e l

ru n d o w n  a n d  a c h y  s ix  y e a rs  a g o , h e

a ttr ib u te d  i t  to  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  h is

jo b . H e  w a s  w o rk in g  1 2  to  1 6  h o u rs  a

d a y, a n d  p h y s ic a l  p a in s  w e re  n o t o u t

o f  th e  o rd in a ry. 

B u t w h e n  h is  p h y s ic ia n  s u g g e s te d  a

to ta l  b o d y  s c a n , th e  re s u lts  s u g g e s te d

b o n e  c a n c e r— n o t th e  d ia g n o s is

P ic k a rd  w a n te d  to  h e a r  ju s t  1 0  d a y s

b e fo re  C h r is tm a s . H e  w a s  re fe r re d  to

a n  o n c o lo g is t  fo r  a  s e c o n d  o p in io n

a n d  th a t  e v e n tu a lly  b ro u g h t h im  to

D r. D a n ie l  D e A n g e lo , C lin ic a l

D ire c to r  o f  A d u lt  L e u k e m ia  S e rv ic e s

in  th e  C e n te r  fo r  H e m a to lo g ic

O n c o lo g y  a t  D a n a -F a rb e r  C a n c e r

In s ti tu te . 

D e A n g e lo  o rd e re d  a  b o n e  m a rro w

b io p s y, w h ic h  re v e a le d  th e  d e n s e

a c c u m u la tio n  o f  m a s t c e lls — im m u n e

c e lls  th a t  p ro d u c e  a  v a r ie ty  o f

m e d ia to rs , s u c h  a s  h is ta m in e , th a t  a re

im p o r ta n t in  th e  b o d y ’s  a lle rg ic

re s p o n s e s . T h o u g h  P ic k a rd ’s  b o n e s

w e re  s tro n g , h e  h a d  lo s t  6 0  p e rc e n t o f

h is  b o n e  m a rro w . H e  w a s  th e n

d ia g n o s e d  w ith  s y s te m ic

m a s to c y to s is , a  d is o rd e r  in  w h ic h

m a s t c e lls  a re  a b n o rm a lly  in c re a s e d

in  m u ltip le  o rg a n s  in c lu d in g  th e  b o n e

m a rro w , s k in , g a s tro in te s tin a l  tra c t ,

l iv e r  a n d  s p le e n . B y  th is  t im e ,

P ic k a rd  w a s  fe e lin g  b lo a te d , h a d  lo s t

w e ig h t a n d  b o th  h is  l iv e r  a n d  s p le e n

w e re  e n la rg e d . 

F o r tu n a te ly, D e A n g e lo  h a d  te a m e d

u p  w ith  D r. C e m  A k in , a n  a lle rg is t

a n d  im m u n o lo g is t  w h o  le a d s  th e

M a s to c y to s is  C e n te r  a t  B r ig h a m  a n d

W o m e n ’s  H o s p ita l ,  a  f ir s t-o f - i ts -k in d

c e n te r  th a t  p ro v id e s  e x p e r t

m u ltid is c ip lin a ry  e v a lu a tio n  a n d

tre a tm e n t fo r  p a tie n ts  f ro m  a c ro s s  th e

c o u n try.

“ M a n y  c a s e s  o f  m a s to c y to s is  a re

m is s e d , e s p e c ia lly  e a r ly  in  th e

d is e a s e , le a d in g  to  a  d e la y  in  c r i t ic a l

tre a tm e n t,”  s a id  A k in .

D e A n g e lo  w a s  th e  le a d  in v e s tig a to r

o n  a  c lin ic a l  tr ia l  o f  m id o s ta u r in , a n

in v e s tig a tio n a l th e ra p y  d e s ig n e d  to

in h ib it  m u ltip le  k in a s e s , in c lu d in g

o n e  tr ig g e re d  b y  a  g e n e tic  m u ta tio n

fo u n d  in  m o s t p a tie n ts  w ith  s y s te m ic

m a s to c y to s is .    

P ic k a rd  b e g a n  ta k in g  m id o s ta u r in

in  M a rc h  2 0 1 3  a n d  h a s  h a d  s u c c e s s

w ith  th e  d ru g . H is  l iv e r  a n d  s p le e n

h a v e  re tu rn e d  to  n o rm a l a n d  h e  h a s

h a d  n o  s id e  e ffe c ts . 

W h ile  s to r ie s  l ik e  P ic k a rd ’s  s h o w

th e  p ro m is e  o f  n e w  ta rg e te d  th e ra p ie s

in  d e v e lo p m e n t, th e  u n m e t n e e d  fo r

s y s te m ic  m a s to c y to s is , p a r t ic u la r ly

fo r  p a tie n ts  w ith  a g g re s s iv e  d is e a s e ,

re m a in s  h ig h . T h e re  a re  s t i l l  n o

a p p ro v e d  th e ra p ie s  to  ta rg e t  th e

m u ta te d  g e n e  fo u n d  in  m o re  th a n  9 4

p e rc e n t o f  s y s te m ic  m a s to c y to s is

p a tie n ts . In  a g g re s s iv e  c a s e s , th e

d is e a s e  c o m p ro m is e s  o rg a n  fu n c tio n

a n d  a v e ra g e  s u rv iv a l  is  o n ly  th re e  to

f iv e  y e a rs  f ro m  th e  t im e  o f  d ia g n o s is .

C a m b rid g e -b a s e d  B lu e p r in t

M e d ic in e s  is  d e v e lo p in g  a  h ig h ly

ta rg e te d  d ru g  fo r  th o s e  p a tie n ts .

In  S e p te m b e r  2 0 1 5 , th e  c o m p a n y

re c e iv e d  F D A  a p p ro v a l to  b e g in  a

P h a s e  1  c lin ic a l  tr ia l  o f  th e  d ru g ,

c a lle d  B L U -2 8 5 , fo r  th e  tre a tm e n t o f

a d v a n c e d  s y s te m ic  m a s to c y to s is  a n d

e x p e c ts  to  e n ro ll  a p p ro x im a te ly  6 0

p a tie n ts  w ith  a d v a n c e d  s y s te m ic

m a s to c y to s is  in  th e  c lin ic a l  tr ia l .  

“ B L U -2 8 5  is  a  p o te n t a n d  s e le c tiv e

in h ib ito r  o f  th e  K IT  D 8 1 6 V  m u ta tio n ,

th e  p r im a ry  d r iv e r  o f  d is e a s e  in  m o re

th a n  9 4  p e rc e n t o f  s y s te m ic

m a s to c y to s is  p a tie n ts ,”  s a id  J e ff re y

A lb e rs , C E O  o f  B lu e p r in t  M e d ic in e s .

“ W e ’re  th r i l le d  to  b e  a d v a n c in g  th is

d ru g  in to  c lin ic a l  tr ia ls . A ll  o f  u s  a t

B lu e p r in t  M e d ic in e s  a re  m o tiv a te d  b y

th e  g o a l o f  m a k in g  a  d iffe re n c e  fo r

p a tie n ts . W e  a im  to  d o  th a t  b y  u s in g

o u r  d e e p  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  g e n e tic

b lu e p r in t  o f  c a n c e r  a n d  o th e r  d is e a s e s

d r iv e n  b y  th e  a b n o rm a l a c tiv a tio n  o f

k in a s e s  to  c ra f t  h ig h ly  s e le c tiv e

m e d ic in e s .”

P ic k a rd , n o w  7 3 , is  in  th e  p ro c e s s

o f  m o v in g  to  P a x to n , M a s s . H e  h a s

b e e n  l iv in g  in  F o n d a , N .Y. s in c e

1 9 8 9 , m a in ta in in g  h is  fa rm . H e  is  th e

fa th e r  o f  fo u r  a n d  c re d its  th e  s u p p o r t

o f  h is  w ife , C y n th ia , a n d  h is  c h ild re n

fo r  h e lp in g  h im  th ro u g h  th e  w o rs t  o f

th e  d is e a s e . S in c e  h is  d ia g n o s is , h e

h a s  re tu rn e d  to  B o s to n  e v e ry  th re e

m o n th s  a n d  is  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  a

c lo s e r  c o m m u te  to  th e  h o s p ita ls . “ I

c a n ’t  s a y  e n o u g h  a b o u t th e  d o c to rs  in

B o s to n ,”  P ic k a rd  s a id . “ I ’v e  b e e n  s o

fo r tu n a te  to  h a v e  h a d  th e ir  c a re .”    
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Bud Pickard is thankful to his wife, Cynthia, for her constant support. 

PA
TI
EN
T

PR
OF
ILE


